  Appendix 1
Joint, Double and Dual Degrees

Joint, double and dual degrees are forms of ‘multiple’ academic awards or qualifications which involve more than one degree-awarding body in their design, delivery and certification. These awards are collaborative, resulting from and supported by formal agreements between institutions, and are specifically intended to provide a distinctive programme of study and student experience that could not be offered independently by any single institution. Awards may be made at any academic level (Undergraduate/Postgraduate) and should be aligned with The Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-Awarding Bodies (February 2024). 

Each type of qualification can be further defined, and are each associated with a range of distinctive key characteristics. The following has been informed by the UK Quality Code for Higher Education: Advice and Guidance - Principle 8 (July 2025) and QAA Characteristics Statement Qualifications involving more than one degree-awarding body (February 2020).


Joint Degree 

Definition

A joint degree/award is a collaborative academic qualification resulting from a programme of study which is jointly owned, developed and delivered by two or more degree-awarding institutions and leading to the conferral of a single award. 

Students follow and complete one integrated course of study and receive a single certificate and transcript which has been endorsed by all awarding partners. The programme can be delivered within the standard timeframe for other awards of an equivalent academic level and will reflect associated academic credit requirements for that level.

The award is the result of genuine joint enterprise between the contributing partners, providing a distinctive and unique course of study which cannot be replicated or offered independently. Joint degrees can only be offered with institutions with the legal authority to award on this basis and subject to national/regional regulatory compliance requirements to ensure appropriate qualification recognition.

Key Characteristics

· One award only, which is jointly owned by all partners, with the same award title, credit, marks and degree classification/outcome.
· One certificate and one transcript endorsed by all institutions.
· Fully integrated curriculum with the programme of study comprising a set of modules which have been jointly designed and delivered by the participating institutions with agreed responsibilities for teaching and assessment. All modules count toward the one award.
· A single set of learning outcomes is agreed by all partners.
· One agreed, bespoke set of academic regulations will typically apply with shared quality assurance processes.
· Same duration/period of study as a single award.
· Programme management is typically coordinated to ensure effective delivery of an integrated educational experience.
· Students are registered with all partners.

Summary

One award, one certificate, jointly owned and delivered with shared Quality Assurance (QA), unified learning outcomes, and normal programme duration.


Double Degree

Definition

A double degree/award is a collaborative programme of study between two or more degree-awarding bodies which leads to the conferral of two (or more) qualifications which are separately recognised and awarded by those involved in its delivery. Double degrees are typically arranged where it is not legally permissible for a partner institution to formally offer a joint award, or where regulatory barriers prevent a joint certificate being issued, including challenges related to qualification recognition.

Students follow and complete one integrated course of study and receive two (or more) certificates and transcripts which are endorsed by the relevant awarding partner. The programme can be delivered within the standard timeframe for other awards of an equivalent academic level and will reflect associated academic credit requirements for that level.

The award is the result of genuine collaborative enterprise between the contributing partners, providing a distinctive and unique course of study which cannot be replicated or offered independently. Double degrees can only be offered with institutions with degree awarding powers and are subject to national/regional regulatory compliance requirements to ensure appropriate qualification recognition.

Key Characteristics

Two (or more) awards with each institution issuing its own certificate and transcript but with each award assigned the same title, credit, marks and degree classification/outcome and reflecting an agreed list of modules.
The certificates and/or transcripts should refer to the collaborative nature of the award and the partners involved.
Fully integrated curriculum with full credit recognition by each awarding body and with all modules counting towards the awards to be conferred.
A single set of learning outcomes is agreed by all partners.
One agreed, bespoke set of academic regulations may apply with shared quality assurance processes.
Same duration/period of study as a single award as credit is fully overlapped and harmonized.
Programme management is typically coordinated to ensure effective delivery of an integrated educational experience.
Students are registered with all partners.

Summary

Two (or more) awards and certificates, fully aligned curriculum and credit overlap, unified learning outcomes, coordinated QA and normal programme duration.



Dual Degree

Definition

A dual degree is a coordinated academic programme of study delivered by two (or more) awarding bodies and leading to distinct qualifications from each contributing partner. Each institution sets its own requirements and confers its own award. The programmes are integrated to allow for the inclusion of complementary but distinct modules from each partner and to avoid full duplication of content/curriculum. This allows for completion within a shorter timeframe than would otherwise normally be required for two (or more) full degree programmes. 

A dual degree is the result of genuine collaborative enterprise between the contributing partners, providing a distinct and unique course of study which cannot be replicated or offered independently. Dual degrees are subject to national/regional regulatory compliance requirements to ensure appropriate qualification recognition.

Key Characteristics

Two distinct awards with each institution issuing its own certificate and transcript. Degree titles, modules, marks and final classification/outcomes will likely differ.
The certificates and/or transcripts should refer to the collaborative nature of the award and the partners involved.
Collaboratively conceived programme with partial overlap in modules and credits with the partners agreeing which modules or credits are recognised by both institutions. Some modules will only satisfy one partner’s requirements, meaning students will study more than the credit required for one award. 
Separate learning outcomes for each award, defined by each parter, with some shared elements and agreed recognition of shared credit.
Each partner applies its own academic study regulations, retaining responsibility for its own award; support for quality assurance may, however, be shared to promote effective academic oversight by each partner.
Programme management is typically coordinated to ensure effective delivery of an integrated educational experience.
Programme duration is longer and volume of learning greater than for a single award but less than that required to complete both programmes independently.
Students are registered with all partners.

Summary

Two distinct awards, two distinct certificates, coordinated programme with partial credit overlap, separate learning outcomes, and atypical programme duration. 

Comparison Table
	Feature
	Joint Degree
	Double Degree
	Dual Degree

	Number of Awards

	One single award jointly conferred
	Two (or more) separate, but identical awards 
	Two (or more) separate but distinct awards

	Certificates
	One certificate and transcript endorsed by all partners
	Two (or more) certificates and transcripts but with identical content
	Two (or more) distinct certificates and transcripts

	Programme Design
	Fully integrated, jointly developed
	Fully integrated, jointly developed
	Coordinated but with some distinct requirements

	Credit Overlap/Transfer
	Complete with no credit transfer required – one unified set of modules
	Credit transfer required – all modules count toward all awards
	Partial credit transfer required – some modules count for one award only

	Duration
	Same as a single degree
	Same as a single degree
	Longer than one award but shorter than two sequential programmes

	Learning Outcomes

	Single set agreed by all partners
	Single set agreed all partners
	Separate sets, mapped for recognition

	Quality Assurance
	Joint regulations and oversight
	Highly integrated QA, often shared regulations
	Shared oversight but separate award regulations

	Student Registration

	Registered with all partners
	Registered with all partners
	Registered with all partners

	Key Point
	One award, jointly owned

	Two identical awards, full credit overlap
	Two distinct awards, partial credit overlap




